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Rector’s Welcome 

 
Dear Students,

I have a great pleasure to welcome you to the General Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military  
University of Land Forces in Wroclaw – one of the prestigious institutions within the national 
military higher education system, which prepares students to become future officers of the 
Polish Armed Forces. 

Studying abroad is a great personal experience that gives you the occasion to discover new 
places, meet interesting people and gain a knowledge in a unique way. 

I invite you to take the opportunity of studying at the General Tadeusz Kosciuszko  
Military University of Land Forces to acquire solid academic knowledge, using the research  
and other facilities that our university make availableforstudents and also have a chance  
to experience an unforgottable personal adventure. 

This guide was prepared for partner institutions’ students who decide to study at the 
General Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military University of Land Forces and it will provide you with  
all the important information regarding your stay at our university, in Wroclaw and in Poland

I believe that the time spent here will be engaging and valuable experience. It will let you 
acquire knowledge and skills, as well as expand the network of contacts by making new friends 
and being in contact with foreign teaching staff. I also encourage you to discover Polish culture 
and traditions. 

We hope that you will take the time to carefully re ad this publication, as you can find answers 
to many of your questions, advice and if have any further requests, do not hesitate to contact 
our International Cooperation Office team.

Col. Piotr PŁONKA, PhD

Rector-Commandant
General Tadeusz Kościuszko

Military University of Land Forces
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Basic information about AWL 

The General Tadeusz Kościuszko Military University of Land Forces in Wrocław (AWL)  
is the inheritor of the traditions of Polish Army and the universal values of national 
education. Its intellectual heritage derives from the tradition of military education of the 
period of the First Republic, when the Knights‘ School was created in 1765. 

The essence of our academic mission has been to educate the competent officers  
of the Polish Army as well as wise and responsible citizens of our homeland. Ensuring  
high-quality of education and awareness of the responsibility for the standards and effects 
of educational services remains the most important role of all employees of our University 
and our duty to future generations. As an academic community, we recognize the following 
fundamental values: patriotism and humanism, respect and the search for truth, human 
solidarity, ethics in education and research, traditions of the military school.

Our goal is to provide students 
with necessary knowledge, but 
also the development of creative 
skills and responsible attitudes. 
Education obtained in our 
University should help graduates 
to understand the relation of 
science and technology to social 
and civilization development. 

The place of our University  
in the structures of the Ministry 
of National Defence as well 
as in the national system  
of higher education determines the specificity of the Military University of Land Forces and  
its importance in the scope of preparing graduates for the civilian and military service  
for the Republic of Poland.

Since 2010, the General Tadeusz Kościuszko Military University of Land Forces in Wroclaw 
has educated also civilian students in the fields of:

	— Management
	— National Security
	— Safety Engineering

AWL also has the power to award a doctorate in economics in the disciplines of management 
science and in social sciences in the discipline of security science.
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Contacts 

Postal address:
Military University of Land Forces
Czajkowskiego 109 Str.
51-147 Wroclaw, Poland

Head of Department of International Cooperation and Public Affairs: 
LTC Rafał NIEDZIELA, PhD
e-mail: rafal.niedziela@awl.edu.pl
phone: (+48) 261 658 085

Head of Career and Erasmus Programme Office:
Magdalena HRYNIEWICZ, MA
e-mail: magdalena.hryniewicz@awl.edu.pl
phone: (+48) 261 658 702

Institutional Coordinator of Erasmus+ Programme:
Mirosław SMOLAREK, PhD
e-mail: miroslaw.smolarek@awl.edu.pl

webpage:  www.wojsko-polskie.pl/awl/bkipe-erasmus-plus/
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History of University 

The General Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military 
University of Land Forces (AWL) constitutes an 
integral part of the system of Polish science 
and national education. It takes an active part  
in shaping Poland’s defence system. In its 
activities it combines education with personal 
development and scientific research, which serves, 
first and foremost, the needs of the Armed Forces  
of the Republic of Poland.
The university pursues the glorious traditions of the 
Polish military, in particular of military education, 
including the traditions of the Knights’ School 
founded in Warsaw in 1765, whose graduates, like 
General Tadeusz Kosciuszko, after whom the university is named today, were among the 
most renowned leaders and heroes of the Polish nation. Whilst educating officer cadets 
in the spirit of patriotism and respect for national symbols and colours, strong emphasis 
is laid on maintaining and enriching its own traditions. The university educates highly 
qualified officers that possess comprehensive general, military and specialist knowledge, 
as a  result of which it is informally referred to as the “School of Generals”.
The Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military University of Land Forces is located in the northern part 
of Wroclaw, the capital of the Lower Silesia District.
The origins of the Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military University of Land Forces date back to the 
period of the First Republic of Poland, during which, in 1765, the Knights’ School was 
founded in Warsaw. The Knights’ School provided education to as many as 600 officers, 
including some later renowned leaders and heroes of the Polish nation: Jakub Jasinski, 
Józef Sowinski and Tadeusz Kosciuszko. In the Duchy of Warsaw the mission of educating 
officers for the Polish Army Forces was carried out by the Corps of Cadets, and in the 
Kingdom of Poland by the School of Infantry Cadets.
In the years 1809-1831 the following schools were in existence: the Elementary School 
for Artillery and Engineering, the School of Application for Artillery and Engineering, 
the School of Infantry Cadets and the School of Cavalry Cadets. These schools were 
the places where the future heroes of national uprisings learnt to be officers. It was the 
cadets from the School of Infantry Cadets in Warsaw, led by 2nd Lt Piotr Wysocki, who 
initiated the November Uprising on 29 November 1830. In order to commemorate the 
outbreak of the uprising, 29 November is now Cadet’s Day, which is celebrated every 
year. It is also the Day of AWL. 
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In the years of foreign rule and in the period preceding the outbreak of WWI officers were 
educated in numerous foreign military schools. After Poland regained independence  
in 1918, the Armed Forces regained their national character, and intensive development 
of military education ensued. The schools that were created at that time, including  
the School of Infantry Cadets in Komorowo, the School of Cavalry Cadets in Grudziadz 
and the School of Engineering Cadets in Warsaw, played a significant role in educating 
the military leaders in the Second Republic of Poland. The graduates from those 
schools passed a stiff test in September 1939 and in the subsequent battles fought 
on the front lines of WWII. At that time a crucial role was played by the land forces 
schools in exile in France, Great Britain, Italy, but also in USSR, where, in June 1943, the 
Divisional School of Cadets was established and existed until 1945. More than 2,000 
of its graduates fought among the soldiers of the 1st and 2nd Armies of the Polish 
Armed Forces and of the 1st Armoured Corps on the advance from Lenino to Berlin and 
the Elbe. After the end of WWII the school was relocated to Kraków for the following  
2 years and operated under the name of the Officer School of Infantry and Cavalry.  
In Przemysl in October 1944, the Officer School of Sappers was founded. In the late 1940s 
both schools were relocated to Wroclaw.
In September 1962 the Officer School of Infantry was renamed the Tadeusz Kosciuszko 
Mechanised Infantry Officer School.
Given the growing needs of the Armed Forces for highly qualified personnel, in 1967 
all officer schools were granted the status of higher education schools. In the early 
1990s, because of the downsizing of military personnel, some of the schools were 
closed. In 1994 all the existing military schools were reorganised into three academies:  
the Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military Academy in Wroclaw (by amalgamating the Mechanised 
Infantry Military Academy with the Military Engineering Academy), the Stefan Czarniecki 
Military Academy in Poznan, and the Jozef Bem Military Academy in Torun.
Wroclaw’s military academy has been writing a new chapter in its history since 
1   October 2002. On that day, by virtue of the Ordinance of the Council of Ministers 
of 18 December 2001, the Military Academy of Land Forces (AWL) headquartered in 

Wroclaw was established by 
incorporating the military 
academies from Wroclaw, 
Poznan and Torun. In August 
2003, AWL was named after 
General Tadeusz Kosciuszko. 
On 1 October 2017 the 
academy was transformed 
into the General Tadeusz 
Kosciuszko Military University 
of Land Forces.
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Structure and degrees    

 
General Tadeusz Kościuszko Military University of Land Forces consists of two faculties  
and several units supporting studies on Bachelor and Master level.

FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT 

Faculty of Management consists of three main organizational units:

 — Institute of Management; 
 — Department of Logistics;
 — Department of Innovation Project Management.

The Faculty’s mission is: We create future by educating leaders. It carries out tasks arising 
from the mission and strategy of the University, which include:

 — planning and conducting teaching activities within the scope of:
 – officer-cadets’ education and their preparation for the position of platoon leader  

in various branches of the Land Forces;
 – bachelor programs in the field of Management, Logistics, and IT;
 – master programs in the field of Management;
 – doctoral procedures in the field of Management and Quality;
 – post-diploma study programs in the fields of Crisis Management, and IT;
 – officer Commission Course that prepares university  graduates  for  the position  

of platoon leader in various branches of the Land Forces;
 – professional Military Education qualification and development courses preparing 

junior officers to assume different positions;

 — conducting researches in the fields of Crisis and Defense Management, Defense  
Logistics, Innovative Defense Technologies and their use on the modern battlefield, 
Decision Support Systems and Defense Economy;

 — developing leadership and command competencies of future commanders  
and managers in the defense sector and civilian companies;

 — organizing scientific conferences, symposia and seminars;
 — conducting publication activities;
 — organizing and conducting scientific and education activities for students;
 — recruting students.
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FACULTY OF SECURITY STUDIES
The Faculty of Security Studies consists of three basic units:

 — Institute of National Security Studies;
 — Institute of Safety Engineering;
 — Department of Personal Security.

The Faculty of Security Studies educates students in the fields of:

 — National Security:
	– Crisis Management;
	– Public Security;

 — Safety Engineering:
	– Safety of Technical Systems;
	– Technical Rescue.

The Faculty of Security Studies fulfills tasks arising from the mission and strategy  
of the University, including:

 — planning and conducting teaching activities within the scope of:

	– cadets’ education and preparation for position of platoon leader in various branches 
of the Land Forces;

	– bachelor and Master level studies in the field of National Security and Safety 
engineering;

	– doctoral studies procedures in the field of Security;
	– officer Commission Course that prepares university graduates for the position  

of platoon leader in various branches of the Land Forces;
	– professional Military Education qualification and development courses that prepare 

junior officers to assume different positions;

 — conducting various postgraduate studies;
 — conducting researches in the fields connected with the studies;
 — organizing scientific conferences, symposia and seminars;
 — conducting publication activities;
 — organizing and conducting scientific and education activities for students;
 — recruiting students.
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Professional preparation of platoon leaders and junior officers  for service in the Land Forces.

COMMAND INSTITUTE
Command Institute consists of seven branch units:

	— Department of mechanized and armored forces;
	— Department of reconnaissance and airborne forces;
	— Department of special operations;
	— Department of combat support (artillery, anti-aircraft defense, military 

engineering, chemical units);
	— Department of theory and practice of shooting;
	— Department of tactical simulations (VBS-3,  laser engagement system,  

Command and Staff Training Simulation Systems);
	— Department of territorial defense forces;
	— Department of communication systems.

Command  Institute fulfills tasks including:

	— organizing and conducting didactic activities aimed at tailoring cadets into professional 
soldiers, fully capable of  meeting the requirements of junior officer’s position;

	— educating students to become highly qualified officers with military and specialist knowledge, 
necessary pedagogical skills and personal culture, courage, honor and responsibility; 

	— developing command and leadership skills, independence in decision-making process and 
resilience in challenging situations, initiative and creative thinking;

	— exchanging experience with civil universities, academies and training centers in the field of 
planning, organizing and implementing contemporary techniques/models in didactic process;

	— cooperating with training centers and military units focused on: special preparation  
and professional development of cadets;

	— dissemination of research results, organization of seminars, symposia as well as scientific  
and training conferences;

	— cooperating with national and foreign military educational institutions in the field of: scientific 
development of human resources and development of science and technical progress;

	— constant improving forms and teaching methods;
	— preparing didactic database to the requirements of the education programmes;
	— educating and preparing cadets for the position of platoon leader in various branches  

of the Land Forces.
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LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Leadership Institute consists of three main organizational units and two  

research facilities: 
 — Department of Leadership Theory; 
 — Department of Social Analysis and Research;
 — Department for the Development of Ethos and Patriotic Attitudes;
 — Leadership Laboratory; 
 — Center for the Development of Command Skills.

 
The activities of the Leadership Institute are in line with the strategic directions set for AWL 

and the main assumptions include: 

 — developing leadership competences and educating candidates for professional soldiers  
in the specialties of the Land Forces and Territorial Defense;

 — research on the concept of future wars and armed conflicts, allowing the preparation  
of cadets to perform the role of commanders and leaders in the conditions of a modern  
armed conflict;

 — verification, acquisition and consolidation of leadership competences in a practical  
and experimental way in order to support the process of shaping leadership competences 
implemented in AWL;

 — modification of training programs providing candidates for professional soldiers with  
appropriate specialist knowledge, skills and commanding qualities, with such a number  
of training hours that the candidates have the opportunity to study and learn  
independently, and to develop personally according to their interests.

Tasks carried out as part of teaching and research activities:
 — organizing and conducting didactic activities in the area of specialist preparation  

of candidates for professional soldiers to take up duties in the first official position;
 — education and training of students to become highlyqualified officers with comprehensive 

military and specialist knowl edge as well as the necessary pedagogical skills and personal 
culture;

 — developing in cadets and listeners, especially important for the officer, traits and values, 
especially commanding and leadership predispositions, responsibility, discipline, 
independence in making decisions, initiative, mental resilience and the ability o creatively  
solve tactical situations;
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 — cooperation with military education units, training centers and centers as well as military 
units in the field of specialist training courses for cadets and students, as well as in the 
implementation of professional training of professional soldiers in terms of shaping and 
developing leadership qualities in future commanders;

 — cooperation with the commands of types of armed forces and types of troops, military 
universities, training centers and centers as well as military units in the exchange  
of experience in the field of leadership;

 — organizing scientific conferences, symposiums, seminars and training and methodological 
meetings in the field of leadership;

 — cooperation with foreign educational institutions in the field of education and 
development of leadership qualities.

Other units of the General Tadeusz Kościuszko Military University of Land Forces:
	— Training Battalions;
	— Division of Coordination of Education and Training;
	— Department of Foreign Languages;
	— Department of Physical Education and Sport;
	— Library.

Academic facilities
The process of education is supported by the University’s infrastructure, which includes:
	— classrooms, auditoriums, lecture halls and laboratories;
	— field training facilities, such as: obstacle course, shooting ranges, field installations for 

specialized training;
	— sports facilities, such as: stadium, tennis courts, indoor swimming pool, gym, sports hall;
	— Modern Simulation Center with live, virtual, and constructive simulators;
	— Mountain Training Center “Wysoki Kamień” in Szklarska Poręba (Giant Mountains);
	— Horseback Riding Center in Rakow.
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Monument of the Tadeusz Kościuszko - University’s Patron 

Main didactic building of the Military University of Land Forces
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Rules of Erasmus+ recruitment

Studies at the General 
Tadeusz Kościuszko Military 
University of Land Forces 
in Wrocław within the 
framework of Erasmus+ 
Programme can be taken  
by students of any institution 
that have signed the bilateral 
agreement with AWL (each 
specific agreement defines 
the maximal number  
of students and academic 
teachers that are allowed to 
participate in the Programme 
in every academic year).

To participate in the Erasmus + Programme, each student has to go through the 
recruitment process organized by his/her home institution. Details of this process depend 
on the policy of different organizations, but in any case student’s working knowledge  
of English should be verified.

The successful candidates, interested in studying at AWL should send the following 
documents via e-mail to the address: danuta.karbowiak@awl.edu.pl

	— Student Application Form;
	— Proposition of Learning Agreement - it should be consulted and signed by 

local Erasmus Coordinators from the student’s home institution. Learning 
Agreement should consist of the courses from the educational offer 
presented by AWL, that sum up to 30 ECTS points.

Sending documents mentioned above will start the admitting process – student will 
receive an e-mail including confirmation of receipt and further information about the 
recruitment process.

For the necessary documents as well as more information about the General 
Tadeusz Kościuszko Military University of Land Forces and the Erasmus+ Programme,  

visit the webpage:  www.wojsko-polskie.pl/awl/bkipe-erasmus-plus/
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Educational offer

The international students participating in the Erasmus+ Programme at the General  
Tadeusz Kościuszko Military University of Land Forces can realize learning at two faculties:

 — Faculty of Management;
 — Faculty of Security Studies.

EACH PARTICIPANT CAN CHOOSE AMONG THE FOLLOWING COURSES:

No. Course title: ECTS

1. Comprehensive Approach 4

2. Basic Military English 2

3. Interoperability 6

4. Cross-Cultural Communication 2

5a. Military Leadership A 2

5b. Military Leadership B 2

6. Military Leadership C (Physical Education) 4

7. Law of Armed Conflict 2

8. Cultural Awareness 2

9. Cyber Security 2

10. Electronic Warfare 2

11. Weapon Systems Development 5

12. Contemporary Peace Operations 5

13. Logistics in Allied Operation 3

14. SERE – Survival, Escape, Resistance and Extraction 2

15. Command in Tactical Operation 5

16. Selected Issues of National and International Security 3

17. Contemporary Armed Conflicts 5

18. Terrorism and Counterterrorism 5

19. Diplomatic Protocol and Etiquette 5

20. Polish for Foreigners 3

21. International Crisis Negotiations 5

22. Security Communication 2

23. International Military Relations 5

24. Armed Forces of Selected Countries 2

25. EU Defence Policy 2

26. Russia in International Relations 2



 MILITARY UNIVERSITY OF LAND FORCES

18

International Military Leadership Course (IMLC ) 

The General Tadeusz Kosciuszko Military University of Land Forces organizes  
the International Military Leadership Course. During this event our University hosts cadets 
and instructors from partner institutions. During the course, theoretical and practical 
modules will be conducted at the Military University of Land Forces in Wroclaw and the 
Mountain Training Center „Wysoki Kamień” in Szklarska Poreba. The course will include series  
of classes concerning inter alia Military Decision Making Process (MDMP) as a Computer 
Assisted Exercise (CAX) on the Virtual Battlespace Simulator and Command Post Exercise 

(CPX); Tactics, Techniques and Procedures; Combat Life Support Training; Small Unit 
Tactics; Basics of Military Leadership; Negotiations and Media; Media awareness; Military 
radio communication procedures; Land Navigation; MEDEVAC and Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape (SERE) - Level A. During the course, cadets will be evaluated,  
and after completion of the course, all participants will receive certificates of participation. 
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Grading system (ECTS)

ECTS is the credit system for higher education used in the European Higher Education 
Area, involving all countries engaged in the Bologna Process. ECTS credits are based on the 
workload students need in order to achieve expected learning outcomes. Grading system 
in Poland varies from the ECTS system. 

EACH OF THE POLISH GRADE CAN BE TRANSLATED INTO ECTS GRADE AS IT IS SHOWN IN 
THE FOLLOWING TABLE:

Accomodation and meals

Due to current situation AWL cannot provide accomodation inside campus.  
There is a parking lot available on the campus.  

ECTS Grade Definition Polish grade

A EXCELLENT  
outstanding performance with only minor errors 5,0

B VERY GOOD  
above the average standard but with some errors 4,5

C GOOD  
generally sound work with a number of notable errors 4,0

D SATISFACTORY  
fair but with significant  shortcoming 3,5

E SUFFICIENT  
performance meets the minimum criteria 3,0

F FAIL  
considerable further work is required. 2,0
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General information about Poland
BASED ON WIKIPEDIA.ORG

Poland (officially the Republic of 
Poland) is the biggest country 
of Central European region. 
Bordered by Germany to the 
West; the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia to the South; Ukraine, 
Belarus and Lithuania to the 
East; and the Baltic Sea and 
Russian Federation to the 
North. The total area of Poland 
is 312,679 square kilometers 
making it the 9th largest 
country in Europe. Poland has 
a population of over 38 million 
people, which makes it the sixth 

most populous member of the European Union, being its most populous postcommunist 
member. Poland is a member of the Europe- an Union, NATO, the United Nations,  
the World Trade Organization, OECD and many others.

The establishment of a Polish state is often identified with 
the adoption of Christianity by its ruler Mieszko I in 966.  
The Kingdom of Poland was formed in 1025,  
and in 1569 it cemented a long association with 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania by signing the Union  
of Lublin, forming the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. 
The Commonwealth ceased to exist in 1795 as the Polish 
Empire were partitioned by the Kingdom of Prussia,  
the Russian Empire, and Austria-Hungary. Poland regained 
its independence as the Second Polish Republic in 1918. 
Two decades later, in September 1939, WorldWar II started 

with the Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union invasion of Poland. Over six million Polish 
citizens died in the war. Poland reemerged several years later within the Soviet sphere 
of influence as the People’s Republic in existence until 1989. During the Revolutions  
of 1989, the 45-year long communist rule was overthrown, and the democratic control 
was re-established. That gave foundations to modern Poland, constitution- ally known 
as the “Third Polish Republic”.  Despite the vast destruction the country had experienced  
in the World War II, Poland managed to preserve much of its cultural wealth. Since the end 
of the communist period, Poland has achieved a “very high” ranking in terms of human 
development.
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Facts about Poland

OFFICIAL NAME: REPUBLIC OF POLAND

CAPITAL: WARSAW

FLAG:

POPULATION: 38,5 MLN

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: POLISH

BORDER COUNTRIES: GERMANY, CZECH REPUBLIC, SLOVAKIA, UKRAINE, 
BELARUS, LITHUANIA, RUSSIA

AREA: 312685 SQUARE KILOMETER

TIME ZONE: CET (UTC+1)

CURRENCY: 1 ZŁOTY (ZŁ) = 100 GROSZY (GR) (PLN)

GPD PER CAPITA: 16 639 $

GOVERNMENT TYPE: PARLIAMENTARY REPUBLIC PRESIDENT

MEMBERS OF: EUROPEAN UNION, UNITED NATIONS, NATO, OECD, 
WTO AND OTHERS

COUNTRY CODE: PL

CALLING CODE: +48

RELIGION: ROMAN CATHOLIC (93%), EASTERN ORTHODOX,  
PROTESTANT AND OTHER

ELECTRICITY: 230V/50HZ (EUROPEAN PLUG)
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Geography and climate

Poland is a country with mostly moderate climate. Generally speaking, Poland is an almost 
unbroken plain reaching from the Baltic Sea in the north, to the Carpathian Mountains  
in the south. The Baltic coast has two natural harbours, the larger one in the Gdańsk-
Gdynia region, and a smaller one near Szczecin in the far northwest. The northeastern 
region also known as Masurian Lake District with more than 2,000 lakes is densely forested 
and sparsely populated. To the south of the lake district, and across central Poland a vast 
region of plains extends all the way to the Sudetes on the Czech and Slovak borders 
southwest, and to the Carpathians on the Czech, Slovak and Ukrainian borders southeast. 
The highest elevation is Mount Rysy, which rises 2,499 meters in the Tatra Range  
of the Carpathians.
Nearly all of Poland is swirled northward into the Baltic Sea by the Vistula, the Oder,  
and the tributaries of these two major rivers. About half the country is drained by the 
Vistula, which originates in the Tatra Mountains in far south-central Poland. The Oder and 
its major tributary, the Warta, form a basin that drains the western third of Poland into the 
bays north of Szczecin.
The spring arrives slowly in March or April, bringing mainly sunny days after a period 
of alternating wintry and springtime conditions. Summer, which extends from June  
to August, is usually less humid than winter. Showers and thunderstorms alternate 
with dry, sunny weather that is generated when southern winds prevail. Early autumn  
is generally sunny and warm before a period of rainy, colder weather in November begins 
the transition into winter. Winter, which may last from one to three months, brings frequent 
snowstorms, but relatively small 
total precipitation.
Wrocław is one of the warmest 
cities in Poland. Located in the 
Lower-Silesian region, the mean 
annual temperature is 9.8°C. 
The coldest month is January 
(average temperature -0.5 °C), 
with snow being common  
in winter, and the warmest is July 
(average temperature 19.9 °C). The 
highest temperature in Wrocław 
was recorded on July 31, 1994 
(+39.0°C), and the lowest was 
registered on January 8, 1985 
(-30.0 °C).
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What to see

Poland, especially after the fall of Communism in 1989 and joining of the European Union  
in 2004, became a place frequently visited by tourists. Most tourist attractions in Poland are 
connected with the natural environment, historic sites and cultural events. They draw millions 
of visitors every year from all around the world. There are thirteen UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites in Poland. Most of them is located in the biggest and the oldest Polish cities, which 
are often visited by foreign tourists. 

The most popular cities are Warsaw, 
Kraków, Wrocław, Gdańsk, Poznań, 
Lublin, Toruń and the historic site  
of Auschwitz - Nazi concentration 
camp in Oświęcim.
Poland has a diversified natural 
environment, which is relatively 
unaffected by human development. 
Mountains attract visitors,  Baltic Sea 
coast and the lake reserves. Among 
the most popular destinations are: 

Tatra Mountains, with the highest peak in Poland (Rysy - 2499m above sea level), 
and the famous Orla Perć; Giant Mountains, Table Mountains, Białowieża Forest, 
Bieszczady Mountains, Dunajec River in Pieniny, Pojezierze Mazurskie (Masurian Lake 
District), Kampinos National Park and many others. Poland’s main tourist offers consist  
of sightseeing within cities and out-of-town historical monuments, agrotourism, mountain 
hiking (trekking) and climbing among others. Poland is the 14th most visited country by 
foreign tourists.
Since the fall of communism transportation system in Poland has been improved. 
There is decent tourist infrastructure, especially in larger cities and in major tourist 
resorts. Most major Polish 
cities have international 
airports. Intercity travel 
includes the Intercity 
trains (PKP is the main 
railway operator), local 
trains and overland bus 
coach services. For more 
information about places 
to see in Poland visit  
websites: en.poland.gov.pl  
www.poland.travel/en
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Culture and Economy

The culture of Poland is closely connected with its intricate 1000 year history. Its unique 
character developed as a result of its geography at the confluence of various European 
regions. With origins in the culture of the Early Slavs, over time Polish culture has been 
profoundly influenced by its interweaving ties with the Germanic, Latinate and Byzantine 
worlds as well as in continual dialog with many other ethnic groups and minorities living 
in Poland. The people of Poland have traditionally been seen as hospitable to artists 
from abroad and eager to follow cultural and artistic trends popular in other countries. 
Nowadays, Poland is a highly developed country; however, it cherishes its traditions.

Traditional Polish cuisine 
include kiełbasa (sausage), 
pierogi (dumplings), pyzy 
(meat-filled dough balls), 
kopytka, gołąbki, śledzie 
(herrings), bigos, schabowy, 
oscypek and much more. 
Traditionally, food such 
as soups flaki, rosół, zupa 
ogórkowa (cucumber soup), 
zupa grzybowa (mushroom 
soup), żurek, zupa pomidorowa 

(tomato soup) have been prepared in large vessels intended for groups, often necessitating 
the use of devices such as oars in their preparation.
From the beginning of its statehood, different religious coexisted in Poland - in the 
16th and 17th centuries, Poland was famous for its unique religious tolerance. Nowadays, 
most residents of Poland adhere to the Christian faith, with 93% belonging to the Roman 
Catholic Church. Catholicism plays a significant role in the lives of many Poles and the 
Roman Catholic Church in Poland enjoys the social prestige and political influence.  
The Church is widely respected by its members, who see it as a symbol of Polish heritage 
and culture. 
Poland’s high-income economy is considered to be one of the healthiest of the post-
Communist countries and is currently one of the fastest growing within the EU. Poland 
is the only European economy to have avoided the late-2000s recession. Since the fall  
of the communist government, Poland has steadfastly pursued a policy of liberalizing 
the  economy and today stands out as a successful example of the transition from  
a centrally planned economy to a primarily market-based economy. In 2009, Poland had 
the highest GDP growth in the EU.
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General information about Wrocław
BASED ON WIKIPEDIA.ORG

Wrocław (also known as Breslau, its German and English name until 1945) is the largest 
city in the Western Poland with a population of nearly 700 thousand inhabitants. 
Wrocław was the historical capital of Silesia, and today is the capital of the Lower Silesian 
Voivodeship. Over the centuries, the city has been part of either Poland, Bohemia, Austria, 
Prussia, or Germany, but since 1945 it has been part of Poland as a result of border changes 
after World War II.
It boasts fascinating architecture, many rivers and bridges, and a lively and metropolitan 
cultural scene. Wrocław was one of the hosts of UEFA Euro 2012 and was selected  
as a European Capital of Culture for 2016. In 2017, Wrocław hosted the World Games,  
a competition in 37 non-Olympic sports disciplines.

History
The city of Wrocław originated as a Bohemian stronghold at the intersection of two trade 
routes, the Via Regia and the Amber Road. The name of the city was first recorded in the 
10th century as Vratislavia, possibly derived from the name of a Bohemian duke Vratislav 
I. Its initial extent was limited to Ostrów Tumski (Cathedral Island). 
During Wroclaw’s early history, its control changed hands between Bohemia, the Kingdom 
of Poland, and the Piast-ruled duchy of Silesia. One of the most important events in those 
times was the foundation of the Diocese of Wrocław by the Polish Duke Bolesław the Brave 
in the year 1000. In the first half of the 13th-century Wrocław even became the political 
centre of the divided Polish kingdom. 
The city became a commercial centre and expanded to Wyspa Piaskowa and then to the 
left bank of the River Oder. Around 1000, the town had 1000 inhabitants. While the city 
was Polish, there were also communities of Bohemians, Jews, Walloons and Germans. 
The city was devastated in 1241 during the Mongol invasion of Europe. Afterwards,  
the town was partly populated by German settlers, who would eventually become  
the dominant ethnic group in the following centuries, though the city remained  
multi-ethnic as an important trading city. 
The Protestant Reformation reached Breslau in 1518, and the city became Protestant. 
However, from 1526 Silesia was ruled by the Catholic House of Habsburg. In 1618, 
Breslau supported the Bohemian Revolt out of fear of losing the right to freedom  
of religious expression. During the ensuing Thirty Years’ War, the city was occupied by Saxon  
and Swedish troops and lost 18,000 of 40,000 citizens to the plague. 
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During the Napoleonic Wars, Breslau was occupied by an army of the Confederation 
of the Rhine. The fortifications of the city were leveled, and monasteries and cloisters 
were secularized. The Protestant Viadrina University of Frankfurt  (Oder) was relocated 
to Breslau in 1811, and united with the local Jesuit University to create the new Silesian 

Frederick-William University (now University 
of Wrocław). The city became the centre 
of the German Liberation movement 
against Napoleon, and the gathering 
place for volunteers from all over Germany. 
Napoleonic redevelopments increased 
prosperity in Silesia and Breslau.
The leveled fortifications opened space  
for the city to grow beyond its old limits. 
Breslau became an important railway hub 
and industrial centre, notably of linen  
and cotton manufacture and metal industry. 
The Unification of Germany in 1871 turned 

Breslau into the sixth-largest city in the German Empire. The 1900 census listed 422,709 
residents. Important landmarks were inaugurated in 1910: the Kaiser Bridge and the 
Technische Hochschule, which now houses the Wrocław University of Technology.  
In 1913, the newly built Centennial Hall housed an exhibition commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the German Wars of Liberation against Napoleon.
Following World War I, Breslau became the capital of the newly created Prussian Province 
of Lower Silesia in 1919. The city boundaries were expanded between 1925 and 1930 
to include an area of 175 sq. km with a population of 600.000. After Hitler’s takeover  
of the German government in 1933, political enemies of the Nazis were persecuted, 
and their institutions closed or destroyed; the Gestapo began actions against Polish  
and Jewish students, Communists, Social Democrats, and trade unionists, arrests were 
even made for speaking Polish in public. Many of the city’s 10,000 Jews, as well as many 
other enemies of the Third Reich, were sent to concentration camps; those Jews who 
remained were killed during the Holocaust. A network of concentration camps and 
forced labour camps was established around Breslau, to serve industrial concerns.  
Tens of thousands were imprisoned there. 
For most of World War II, the fighting did not affect Breslau. As the war continued, 
refugees from bombed out German cities and later refugees from farther east swelled 
the population to nearly one million. In February 1945, the Soviet Red Army approached 
the city. Gauleiter Karl Hanke declared the city a Festung (fortress) to be held at all costs. 
By the end of the Siege of Breslau, half the city had been destroyed. An estimated 40,000 
civilians lay dead in the ruins of homes and factories. After a siege of nearly three 
months, Hanke surrendered on 6 May 1945, 2 days before the end of the war. Along with 
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almost all of Lower Silesia, the city became part of Poland under the terms of the Potsdam 
Conference. The Polish name of Wrocław was declared official. In August 1945, the city 
had a German population of 189,500 and a Polish population of 17,000; that was soon  
to change. Almost all of the German inhabitants fled or were forcibly expelled between 
1945 and 1949 and were settled in Germany. The Polish population was dramatically 
increased by the resettlement of Poles during postwar population transfers (75%)  
as well as during the forced deportations from Polish lands annexed by the Soviet Union 
in the east region, many of whom came from Lviv. Wrocław is now a unique European 
city of mixed heritage, with architecture influenced by Bohemian, Austrian and Prussian 
traditions, such as Silesian Gothic and its Baroque style of court builders of Habsburg 
Austria. Wrocław has some notable buildings by German modernist architects including 
the famous Centennial Hall designed by Max Berg.
Main sights
Wrocław, with its 1000 year history and rich cultural heritage offers tourists and citizens 
much to see. There are a lot of places that are worth to visit in the city, including:

	— Cathedral Island (Ostrów Tumski) with Wrocław Cathedral;
	— Market Square (Rynek), with the 14th century Town Hall;
	— Numerous churches: St. Elisabeth’s Church or St. Mary Magdalene Church;
	— Centennial Hall by Max Berg - a UNESCO World Heritage Site;
	— Multimedia Fountain;
	— Szczytnicki Park with Japanese Garden;
	— Zoo - the oldest and largest (in terms of the number of animals) zoo in Poland;
	— Botanical Garden;
	— Panorama of the Battle of Racławice (Panorama Racławicka);
	— Wrocław Palace;
	— White Stork Synagogue;
	— Old Jewish Cemetery in Wrocław;
	— Wrocław Main Railway Station;
	— Wrocław Opera.

Economy
Wrocław’s major industries were traditionally the manufacture of railroad cars  
and electronics. In recent years, the City Council has run an active policy to attract foreign 
investors from the high- tech sector. After 1989, Wrocław also became a significant  
financial  centre  and  houses  the headquarters  of  several  nationwide  business. 
As of the end of 2008, Wrocław enjoyed a very low unemployment level of just 3.2% 
compared with the national level of 8.7%. In 2008, per capita gross domestic product 
in Wrocław came to 27755$. List of the biggest foreign investors in Wrocław include: 
Credit Suisse, Google, Opera Software, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, Microsoft, MSI (Micro-
Star International), Nokia Siemens Networks, Robert Bosch GmbH, Siemens, Tieto, 3M, 
Bombardier Transportation, Volvo, WABCO, Whirlpool, Fagor Mastercook and LG.
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Culture
Wrocław is one of the most cultured and cosmopolitan cities in Poland. Many events take 
place here all the year long, including:
	— Music festivals (Wratislavia Cantans, Jazz on the Oder etc.), theatre festivals (Brave 

Festival, International Theatre Festival DIALOG), some of the biggest film festivals  
in Poland (T-mobile New Horizons, American Film Festival) and many others;
	— International sports events (UEFA Euro 2012, World Games 2017) and regular  

performances of local teams (i.e. football, basketball, speedway);
	— Numerous concerts and performances (i.e. Monster Jam, George Michael concert, 

Queen concert);
In Wrocław, you can also choose an offer of almost 30 theatres, numerous cinemas, 
Opera, Philharmonic as well as many museums and galleries.

Getting to Wrocław
BASED ON WIKITRAVEL.ORG

By plane - Wrocław is served by an international airport located about 
10 km from the center, near Wrocław motorway bypass. Several airlines 
operates from here to the numerous cities located in many European 
countries.

By train - Wrocław is a major hub in the Polish rail network, with many 
connections to all large Polish cities. There is quite a lot of trains to Warsaw, 
Poznań and Kraków as well as international trains to Hamburg, Prague, 
Dresden, Kiev and Budapest.

By bus - Wrocław is a stop for many international coach network.  
All international and national buses stop at the Bus Central Station which 
is located directly behind the main train station close to the city center.

By car - Wrocław is skirted on the south by the A4 motorway, which  
allows for a connection with Ukraine to the east and Dresden and Berlin 
to the west. The A8 motorway connects the A4 with the S8 express road 
that leads to Łódź and Warsaw.
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Getting around Wrocław
BASED ON WIKITRAVEL.ORG

The centre of Wrocław is navigable on foot, but the city has an excellent public transport 
system for access to the suburbs and outlying attractions, with 60 bus lines and 25 tram lines.  
Tickets are available in special ticket machines as well as in many kiosks. In every bus and 
tram there should be a ticket machine installed too, but payment can be made only by credit/
debit card. There are numerous taxi companies in Wrocław. Complete list of the companies  
operating in the City, together with their phone numbers can be found on the web site 
www.wroclaw.pl Great option for traveling around city is to use Bike Sharing System.  
Bike rental stations are situated in many convenient locations and fully automated.  
You have to register on the site:  wroclawskirower.pl

Students’ life in Wrocław
  
Wrocław offers an excellent mixture, where 
everybody can find something for himself. 
Regardless of whether you are an art lover  
or a party animal, you will find here your 
own place. Numerous pubs, bars, clubs and  
cafes are usually crowded until the late night 
hours while various festivals and artistic  
performances will satisfy even the most de-
manding critic. But Wrocław doesn’t have  
to be crowded and loud. You can also 
enjoy just a simple walk around Ostrów Tumski - the oldest part of the city located  
on the charming island, or visit one of the many museums or galleries. You can 
also escape the rush hours by going to one of many parks, sunbathing on the bank 
of the Oder River or going to the biggest zoo in Poland. In a cloudy there is always 
a possibility to use the offer of one of the movie theatres or just go shopping at the  
nearest mall. For more information about great places and events in Wrocław, visit:
www.visitwroclaw.eu or www.wroclaw-life.com
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Centennial Hall by Max Berg
Multimedia Fountain

Wroclaw Stadium

Szczytnicki Park

Officer Graduation Ceremony on the Market Square
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Costs of living
Credit/debit cards are generally accepted in most of the shops in Poland. There is a lot 

of ATMs on the streets, shopping malls and banks. The sample prices of products  
and services in Poland:

ITEM PRICE (IN ZLOTY) PRICE (IN EURO)

Food and drinks

Loaf of bread 4,00 PLN 0,89 EURO

Bottle of mineral water 2,50 PLN 0,54 EURO

Beer
4,0 PLN (at a shop)
15,0 PLN (at a pub)

0,89 EURO 
3,27 EURO

Large pizza (with delivery) 45,00 PLN 9,80 Euro

Coffee (in the restaurant) 15,00 PLN 3,27 EURO 

Apples (1 kg) 4,00 PLN 0,89 EURO

1 liter of milk 3,00 PLN 0,65 EURO

Big Mac 14,00 PLN 3,05 EURO

Pasta (0,5 kg) 5,00 PLN 1,09 EURO

Leisure

Cinema ticket (with Student ID card) 24,0 PLN 5,25 EURO

Train ticket to Warsaw (discounted)
60,0  

to 130,0 PLN
13,08 EURO 

to 28,33 EURO

Dinner in the mid-range restaurant
50,00 PLN 

to 100,00 PLN
10,90 EURO 

to 21,80 EURO

Services

Haircut
35,00 PLN 

to 120,00 PLN
7,63 EURO 

to 26,15 EURO

Monthly rental for 2-room apartment
2000 PLN

+ utilities (600 PLN)
436 EURO

+ utilities (130,80 EURO)

One way ticket (local transport) 4,30 PLN 0,94  EURO

Others

1 liter of petrol (95 octane) 6,00 PLN 1,31 EURO

Pair of Jeans in the outlet store 250,00 PLN 54,50 EURO
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General Tadeusz Kościuszko  
Military University of Land Forces

www.wojsko-polskie.pl/awl/

SEE YOU IN WROCŁAW!


